
APPENDIX B 
BONFIRE SUMMARY REPORT

Introduction

This is a summary of the 2020 bonfire period. It was recognised that current 
challenges relating to Covid-19 would have impacted on some of the services 
and plans that MFRS and our partners would have implemented in the past 
and we therefore endeavoured to ensure contingencies and alternative 
resources were put in place to address any areas of risk.

Over the period, the service experienced a 10.3% increase in our attendance at 
deliberate ASB fires (deliberate secondary fires). This is being compared to 
2019’s figures for the bonfire period from 19th October to 7th November.

This year, we attended and dealt with 268 deliberate secondary fires.

Planning started for the bonfire period back in June with regular meetings 
being convened with partner agencies. 

Plans were formulated in each Local Authority area which were brought 
together to create the service wide bonfire plan and also Merseyside Police’s 
Operation Banger plan. 

The ownership of the district plans by each Arson Officer allowed for local 
plans to be devised which were specific to the local communities for whom we 
serve and despite challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic, the figures 
clearly reflect the hard work undertaken and the collaboration with partner 
agencies.

Bonfire Period 2020 Summary



Merseyside Statistical Summary

Deliberate Secondary Fires

N.B. 43 incidents during the bonfire reporting period have been tagged “Bonfire Covid”. 
These are incidents that during the tolerant approach would not have been extinguished 
however were extinguished this year to prevent a gathering, to mitigate the spread of 
the virus and to aid the adherence of Covid legislation. 

3, 5 and 10-year average
The below data shows that despite the challenges faced due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
slight increase in deliberate secondary fires compared to 2019, the overall figure still falls below 
the 3, 5 and 10-year average.

Firework Incidents
District 2019 2020 Difference
Wirral 5 2 -3

Liverpool 5 11 +6
Liverpool North 3 7 +4
Liverpool South 2 4 +2

Sefton 3 1 -2
Knowsley 2 2 0
St Helens 1 0 -1

Merseyside 
Total 16 16 0



Violence at Work Incidents
District 2020 2020 Difference
Wirral 1 1 0

Liverpool 3 6 +3
Liverpool North 3 3 0
Liverpool South 0 3 +3

Sefton 0 0 0
Knowsley 3 1 -2
St Helens 0 0 0

Merseyside 
Total 7 8 -1

IIT Summary

Incidents attributed to the bonfire period attended by IIT between 19th October and 7th November 

Trojan Fire Appliance

The Trojan Fire Appliance was stood up proactively on 30th October and 6th and 7th November 
supported by Merseyside Police. During its deployment, the Trojan Fire Appliance was mobilised to 4 
incidents. The Trojan Fire Appliance carried out high visibility patrols of high demand areas and also 
visited Fire Stations to engage with Fire Crews who had recently experienced violence at work 
incidents to explain the concept of the Trojan Fire Appliance.

Tipper Truck Final Tonnage

A key piece of work that stands out is the combustible waste removal utilising MFRS Staff. This year, 
an exceptional 52.38 tonnes of potential bonfire material was removed from the streets of 
Merseyside.



Target Hardening Visits

Target hardening visits completed by Arson Officers between 19th October and 7th November

District Visits
Wirral 16

Liverpool 20
Sefton 3

Knowsley 12
St Helens 14

Total 65

Arson Team

The ownership of the district plans by each Arson Officer allowed for local plans to be devised 
which were specific to the local communities for whom we serve and the figures clearly reflect the 
hard work undertaken and the collaboration with partner agencies.

Street Intervention Teams

Our Street Intervention Teams deployed over a total of 38 evenings in Liverpool, Sefton, Wirral 
and Knowsley.

OSR

The Operational Support Room (OSR) was established within the JCC on six nights over the bonfire 
period staffed by the Arson Team Community Safety Coordinator, a Station Manager plus a Watch 
Manager. The OSR was in operation on the three Operation Banger Key Nights (30th, 31st Oct, 
and 5th Nov) with the addition of 4th, 6th and 7th November. The OSR assisted staff in the 
community that were not riding fire appliances who were deployed across Merseyside. This facility 
complimented Fire Control, allowing staff to concentrate on the increase in emergency calls for 
service via the 999 system.  The OSR monitored Arson Officers, Home Safety Advocates, Street 
Intervention Teams and Youth Engagement Staff.

Bonfire Sweep

A post Bonfire night sweep took place on the morning of Wednesday 6th November. This involved 
fire crews patrolling their station areas in order to extinguish smouldering bonfires in known fire 
locations. Appliances remained available for redirection by Fire Control. This enabled tipper trucks 
to remove remain debris from bonfires.


